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Step Seven: “Humbly asked him to remove our shortcomings.”
Pg. 59 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4th edition

“In this step we do what we really don’t want to do. Humility is where we find out
who we really are, and what we can become.” Anonymous

Tradition Seven: “Every AA group ought to be fully selfsupporting, declining outside contributions.”
Pg. 562 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4th edition

“Self-supporting alcoholics? Who ever heard of such a thing? Yet we find that’s
what we have to be. This principle is telling evidence of the profound change that A.A.
has wrought in all of us.” Pg. 160 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, Gift Edition 1988

SAVE THE DATE!!
EVERYONE WELCOME
SATURDAY
AUGUST 25TH: 8AM TO 4PM
AREA 43 ASSEMBLY
HOSTED BY DISTRICT 11

“Looking for God is like being in your truck and driving around looking for it. God is
everything or God is nothing. I prefer to think of God as being here, everywhere,
always. Very accessible.”
Anonymous

The God Word

submitted by George H.

What does the word "God" mean to me?
I had some "old ideas" about what the word God meant to me when I first came into the
fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. It was a word that represented some far away deity, who
was not very interested in me and "my little plans and designs." To me, this figure was
represented in my mind as the proverbial "old man with a beard" and he was here to "help" me
by judging my actions and thoughts and then punishing when what I did think or do fell below
some seemingly unattainable standard written in ancients texts. A scorecard was also being
tallied, and those who kept free from the "unsat" behavior and thinking would be rewarded later
after they passed from this world. By those standards, I knew I was screwed. But the fellowship
of AA told me collectively that I could have my own idea of what this Higher Power was. I
didn't have to rely on my own misunderstanding of God.
So, initially, I used the fellowship as a Higher Power (H.P.) – the AA group was larger than me,
and there was collective wisdom and a feeling of safety of being connected with the members. I
also dabbled with the idea of Mother Nature as God, since this also seemed much larger than
me and tended to dictate the time I would spend outside in nature, winter or summer.
So, I puttered in the "Buffet style", or "casual", search for H.P. for many years. I did take
suggestions, like praying when there was a big decision to be made, or for asking the Power to
keep me sober in the morning (and subsequently thanking this Power at night), but it wasn't a
daily seeking, and although sober (having had the desire to drink or use lifted out of me), I was
still acting out in other ways (food, work, exercise, anger, serial relationships, etc.) – anyway
that I could use and get some relief in my life. You see, I was still very dissatisfied in many
ways. I had been feeling increasingly that there was something missing in my life, and needed
something to change.
Turns out, what I really needed to change was me. And this I did from an in depth working of
the 12 steps. By being led through the steps by someone who previously been led through the
steps in a similar fashion, I had the requisite change of mind, and of heart of which there was no
question. As a result my conception of the word God has been completely altered in what the
word means and most importantly how the Power works in my daily life. Not only am I willing
to go along with the word "God" as it is written in the Big Book, but I have the "daily reprieve"
as long as I keep my self clean and clear by using the tools I've discovered that are contained in
the steps. And that is what I aim to do each day, to be in the state to receive whatever guidance I
can to the best of my understanding, and then carry out this vision (or lack of vision) each day
to the best of my ability.
So I've effectively gotten over my 25 year resentment about the word God. All it took for me is
willingness, action and the loving guidance of someone who had been there before. Today, I
don't "bristle with antagonism" when someone use the word "God" at meetings in reference to
the Power... I think it's the same Power that has helped my immeasurably!

New Committee: Young Peoples Committee
Chairperson: Canaan P.
Area email: younpeoples@nhaa.net
The committee will be meeting on the second Tuesday
of the month @ 7pm at the Service Office in Hooksett

Any district young people are welcome to come if they
are interested!

June 2018 Area 43 Group Contributions: Thank You!
Thank you to all the groups that contribute to Area 43. Your contributions are critical to the continued success of AA in
our Area as we carry the message to fellow alcoholics. We will be publishing the contribution list quarterly, and greatly
need your continued support. Thank you
KITCHEN TABLE GROUP
12 STEP GROUP CLAREMONT
ONE DAY AT A TIME
HOPKINTON DERRY WOMEN'S GROUP DERRY
SALEM SATURDAY MORNING AA
SALEM OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH
NASHUA SERENITYSISTERS
DERRY TAKE A STEP
HAMPSTEAD KEEP IT SIMPLE
CONWAY NEW HOPE
EXETER SERENITYSISTERS
DERRY BEGINNERS BIG BOOK
MANCHESTER SUNDAY MORNING SERENITY
WINDHAM A SPIRITUAL NATURE
HUDSON OLD FARM 12 STEP GROUP
MOULTONBORO UPHOLSTERS GROUP
HILLSBORO WOMEN IN SOBRIETY N. HAMPTON
DERRY ORIGINAL GROUP DERRY
BB STEP STUDY NEW HAMPTON GRP
NEW HAMPTON WNER'S MANUAL
BB GONIC 12 STEP GROUP SUNAPEE
MORE THAN SOBRIETY KEENE
KEEP IT SIMPLE MANCHESTER
YOUNG AT HEART DERRY
SOBER AND FREE NASHUA
T.O.A.D. GROUP KEENE
WOLFEBORO FALLS NH
HAPPY HOUR GROUP CONCORD
JUST FOR TODAY HAMPTON
END OF THE ROAD GREENFIELD
HELP FOR TODAY SEABROOK
FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP KEENE
SIMPLY GRATEFUL EPSOM
MILFORD NO NAME GROUP
MILFORD WHAT'S GOOD ABOUT TODAY
KITTERY GVD GROUP
NEW LONDON STEP SISTERS
KEENE SISTERS IN SOBRIETY
KEENE ROUND ROBIN GRP
MANCHESTER SUNDAY BIG BOOK
LEBANON MONDAY AT THREE HAMPTON

Area 43 June Group Changes

Call for stories from A.A. World Service Office:
New Pamphlet on A.A.’s Three Legacies

New Pamphlet on Spanish Speaking Women Alcoholics

